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“And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon.” Judges 7:20 
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By Rev. William Herschel Ford, D.D., Pastor, 
Kirkwood Baptist Church, Atlanta, Georgia 


“And when they could not come nigh unto him 
for the press, they uncovered the roof where he 
was; and when they had broken it up, they let 
down the bed wherein the sick of the palsy lay.” 
—Mark 2:4. 


As a school boy I remember 
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More About 
CHRIST IN THE HOME 


I. Develop the Christian Grace of Hospitality 
II. Give God the Children 


By Evangelist John R. Rice 
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like men and were called men. But 


(Continued from last week.) 
Develop the Christian Grace of Hospitality in the destruction of the wicked - 
eading the old story about the| iMto the healing, forgiving presence city, these same angels saved Lot’s 


; “Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some) lif d that of his wife and that 
land. One dav one of| f the Saviour. We, too, have been gers: y SC ife an at of his wife a 12 
ae Pd esiganeaa . leak ond the | barriers to blessing. If we are not have entertained angels unawares’ (Heb. 13:2). Christians| of his two daughters. Hospitality 
water began pouring in through living as we ought to live, if our| are to be “given to hospitality,” says Romans 12:13. The| is 4 great virtue, but it is also a 
® certain hole. But a heroic boy| hearts are not right in God's sight,) warm welcome for friend or stranger, the open heart and| 8reat blessing. 
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thrust his arm into the hole, held| W@ ¢rect barriers which keep) hand to the needy, are marks 


the waters back and saved the 
eity from possible destruction. I 
am afraid that you and I have 
held back some waters too, the 
waters of blessing. God has wanted 


‘to bless us, but our lives have not 


been what they should have been. 
We have held back the blessing. 
He has wanted to bless other lives 
through us and we have held back 
His blessing from them, also. 

In the text we see Jesus preach- 
ing in a certain house, A crowd 
fias gathered, a crowd which fills 


the-whele-house and. overflows into}. 


the court-yard. Every door is 


blocked by a mass of humanity. | ' 


Down the street lay a sick man. 
Although he was sick, he was a 


fortunate man for he had four}. 


friends who wanted to bring him 
to Jesus. They went down to get 
him, but they could not bring him 
into the presence of Jesus because 
of the crowd: This crowd erected 
a barrier between the man and 
the blessing Jesus had for him. 
You remember how they took him 
up on the roof and let him down 


blessings from us and from others. 

The Christian life is a thing of 

the spirit. It is the spirit that you 
(Continued on page seven) 
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Boost Sword 


GET YOUR SUBSCRIPTIONS IN NOW AND TAKE 
ADVANTAGE OF SPECIAL ATTRACTIVE 
PREMIUMS 


By Evangelist Robert J. 


We have just received some 
congratulatory letters from a num- 
ber of the outstanding Christian 
leaders in the United States and 
Canada, all friends of the editor, 
expressing their greetings on the 
occasion of the editor’s fiftieth 
birthday and this special subscrip- 
tion campaign. Knowing of the 
great interest the readers of The 
Sword of the Lord have in-~ the 
campaign and because of the many 
messages of congratulation which 
are pouring in from those who ap- 
preciate the ministry of this pa- 
per, we are presenting a few of 
the letters to you. 

From Dr. Bob Jones, Sr. 

“T am sending a check for 
$100.00 to help increase the circu- 
lation of The Sword of the Lord. 
You can make your own list of 
ministers or laymen. i 

“TI want to help get this period- 
ical into the hands of as many 
people as possible. I do not know 


any religious periodical in America 


Wells, Associate Editor 


that is doing quite as much for 
real evangelism as The Sword of 
the Lord. 

“Here’s hoping we can give our 
good and unselfish friend, Dr. John 
R. Rice, on Dec. 11th, 3945, a 
birthday. present of even more 
than. 50,000 circulation for The 
Sword of the Lord. 

“Bob Jones College and my son 
and I, personally, are for you and 
Dr.. Rice and The Sword of the 
Lord.” 

Cordially yours, 
(Signed) Bob Jones, Sr., Founder, 
Bob Jones College, Cleveland, 
Tenn. 
From Dr. H. A. Ironside 

“It is a pleasure to extend 
greetings and appreciation to Dr. 
John R. Rice on the occasion of 
his fiftieth birthday. While he is 
still comparatively quite a youth 
from the standpoint of an old man 
like myself, yet fifty years is a 
long period of time after all, ac- 

(Continued on page three) 


A bishop or a pastor of a church 
is particularly commanded to be 
“given to hospitality” (I Tim. 3:2) 
and “‘a lover of hospitality” (Titus 
1:8). You see, hospitality is a par- 
ticularly important mark of a 
Christian home. 

The impact of a Christian home 
on a community cannot be felt 
largely unless the doors are opened 
many times to others. So have 
people in your home. Other Chris- 


tians should share the fellowship) 


of the home. Unsaved people 
Should see the sweet joy of a 
Christian home, should bow their 
heads for thanks at the table, 
should be present at the family 
worship, should see the Christian 
standards and ideals of a Bible 
kind of home. It is good to have 
an extra bedroom for guests. Many 
homes cannot do that, but some- 
one can sleep on the divan or a 
day bed, or on a folding cot or a 
pallet and make room for a guest. 


Children with a _ hospitable 
father and mother are always 
proud of their home, and are glad 
to bring their friends home. In 
our own home it has turned out 


especially happy for us that our 


children select their best friends 
to bring to the house, and that the 
young people usually prefer to 
gather in our home than to go 
elsewhere. With a number of chil- 
dren, with a rather happy home, 
and with a welcome for their 
friends, we have had little trouble 
to keep our children off the streets 
or from bad company. 


So many Christian parents tell 
their children they are not to go to 
dances, they are not to attend 
movies, and they are not to go to 
this place or that; but they do 
not make their own homes a ha- 
ven and a center of happy fellow- 
ship for their children. Have the 
young people as guests! An inno- 
cent party with games and per- 
haps some gospel songs and inex- 
pensive refreshments will do more 
to keep young people happy and 
loving their homes than many a 
lecture. If parents love company, 
meet the young people and know 
them by name, join in their con- 
versation and sometimes in their 
games, they will be taken into the 
hearts and confidences of the 
young people. Mothers and fathers 
ought not to let their young people 
grow out of touch and out of fel- 
lowship with the home. Sometimes 
parents must know when to let the 
young people have their good times 
alone, but a happy fellowship will 
mean that very rarely are the par- 


tents not welcome in the fun. Let 


of the Christian home. 


us make the home happy for young 
people. Musical instruments, a ra- 
dio, some good phonograph records, 
interesting pictures and games are 
proper equipment for a home. And 
mothers and fathers, if they are 
really happy Christians and if 
their own children are properly 
reared, can have prayer or testi- 
mony at a party without its seem- 
ing dull or out of place. 

Lot, the righteous man who 
vexed his soul with the men of 
Sodom where he. lived, insisted 
that the two angels come into his 
home to spend the night. I do not 
know whether Lot knew that 
these were angels. They looked 


In II Kings 4:8-17 is told a beau- 
tiful and remarkable story of hos- 
pitality and its rewards. 

“And it fell on a day, that Elisha 
passed to Shunem, where was a 
great woman; and she constrained 
him to eat bread. And so it was, 
that as oft as he passed by, he 
turned in thither to eat bread. And 
she said unto her husband, Behold 
now, I perceive that this is an holy 
man of God, which passeth by us 
continually. Let us make a little 
chamber, I pray thee, on the wall; 
and let us set for him there a bed, 
and a?‘table: “afid™a stool) and a 
candlestick: and it shall be, when 
he cometh to us, that he shall turn 
in thither. And it fell on a day, 


THE ONLY 


REQUISITE 


FOR SALVATION 


By Evangelist Robert J. Wells, Th.D. 


(Preached Over Radio Station WING, Dayton, Ohio, Sunday, 
Oct. 28, 1945) 


_ Text: “But to him that worketh not, but believeth on 
him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for 


righteousness.”—Rom. 4:5. 


In these few words we have 
God’s plan of salvation set forth 
in a remarkably clear way. Many 
voices have been raised to tell men 
how to be saved. Many different 
plans and methods, schemes and 
suggestions have been offered. I 
want to make it clear that I am 
not here to give you another idea, 
or any new suggestions, about how 
to get saved. I am here to bring 
you the message of God. I want 
you to read this verse carefully 
and to believe it implicitly. If you 
will do this, and then obey its in- 
structions, apart from anything 
any man may say, you will be 
saved. : 


DR. ROBERT J. WELLS 


I. “To Him That Worketh 
Not” 


First of all, God addresses this 
passage “to him that worketh 
not ...”’ This portion has a very 
strategic position in the Epistle in 
which it is found: After a few 
verses of introduction in chapter 
one, the apostle Paul uses the re- 
maining part of the chapter, all of 
Chapter 2, and through verse 23 
of chapter 3 to prove the whole 
world guilty before God, to dem- 
onstrate conclusively that Jew and 
Gentile alike are wicked sinners, 
that man has no righteousness of 


his own, and that he is totally 


depraved. The whole first section 
of the book of Romans is given 
over to the fact of man’s condem- 
nation. Then in the last eight 
verses of chapter 3, and continu- 
ing through chapters 4 and 5, Paul 
tells men, the same wicked, un- 
godly, unrighteous, condemned 
men, how they may be made just 
as if they had never sinned—how 
they may be cleansed from their 
sin and made righteous before 
God. It is in this strategic posi- 
tion that we find our text. 


The first thing Paul says is that 
salvation from sin, or justification, 
or righteousness is “to him that 

(Continued on page seven) 
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that he came thither, and he 
turned into the chamber, and lay 
there. And he said to Gehazi his 
servant, Call this Shunammite. 
And when he had called her, she 
stood before him. And he said unto 
him, Say’ now unto her, Behold, 
thou hast been careful for us with 
all this care; what is to be done 
for thee? wouldest thou be spoken 
for to the king, or to the captain 
of the host? And she answered, I 
dwell among mine own people: 
And he said, What then is to be 
done for her? And Gehazi an- 
swered, Verily she hath no child, 
and her husband is old. And he 
said, Call her. And when he had 
called her, she stood in the door. 
And he said, About this season, ac- 
cording to the time of life, thou 
shalt embrace a son. And she said, 
Nay, my lord, thou man of God, 
do not lie unto thine handmaid. 
And the woman conceived, and 
bare a son at that season that 
Elisha had said unto her, accord- 
ing to the time of life.”’ 


The “great woman” of Shunem 
loved to have the prophet of God 
visit her home. She had made a 
little chamber on the wall and had 
set there a bed and a table and a 
stool and a candlestick. There 


Elisha, the lonely man of God.,. 


bowed down with the spiritual 
burdens of the nation, came to 
rest, with his servant, as often as 
he passed that way. Through this 
same man of God the woman of 
Shunem was given the desire of 
her heart, a son. Later through 
this same man of God the child 
was restored to life after he had 
died. How great are the blessings 
of those who open their homes to 
the ministers of God! 

The children who grow up in a 
preacher’s home, on the average 
show more vision and character 
and leadership than children of 
other homes. Part of this, no 
doubt, is because of the influence 
of their own father, the high moral 
Standards, the reverence, the 
Word of God in the home. But 
part of it also must be the result 
of frequent contact with great 
men who visit in a pastor’s home. 

It was always the pride of my 
father’s family that his home was 
a home for every passing man of 
God. When some earnest preacher 
came to preach in our town, he 
was often invited to have dinner 
or spend the night in our home. 
The rural missionary turned his 
horse into our gate without any 
question of the welcome which 
would be offered him. As a result 
[ was accustomed from my boy- 
hood to conversation about re- 
vivals, about Bible doctrine, testi- 
monies of conversions, to talk of 
Christian colleges and of foreign 
missions. Many a time I sat on the 
floor, very quietly, long past my 


usual bedtime, and heard my 
father and visiting preachers tell 
of wonderful conversions they had 
witnessed, of answers to prayer 
they had received, of great ser- 
mons they had heard, and of the 
work of God. Did not my heart 
burn within me? From the preach- 
er-colporteur we got Christian 
books that helped to mold my 
life. I longed to be like those .men 
that I respected and loved: the 
fervent, compassionate cowboy 
preacher, Perry Harmonson; the 
saintly John Longan; the lovable 
R. H. Gibson, and others. And I 
could never get away from the 
fact that I was named for two 
preachers, dear friends of my 
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father’s, John Power and R. R. 
Gaines, who had often visited our 
home and with whom my father 
had labored in a useful rural min- 
istry. 

A Christian home should throw 
wide its doors to the minister and 
the missionary as well as others 
who need the haven and the fel- 
lowship, the restful bed and the 
refreshing meal of a Christian 
home. 


Give God the Children! 


David Livingstone, the African 
missionary and explorer who suf- 
fered much for Christ, is quoted as 
saying, ‘“‘The word ‘sacrifice’ is not 
in my vocabulary.” Anything a 
Christian can give to God already 
belongs to God. In Romans 12:1 is 
this earnest entreaty: “I beseech 
you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that ye present 
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable unto God, which is 
your reasonable service.” It is 
your “reasonable service” if you 
give yourself up to live or to die, 
if you lay yourself wholly on the 


altar for God. Certainly a Chris- 


tian home wants to put Christ 
first. 


That will mean that Christ is 
first in the property of the home. 
Christians, of course, will want to 
tithe. Any Christian who cannot 
give God ten per cent of his in- 
come, plus free will offerings as 
God leads him, certainly does not 
love God as he ought, nor trust 
Him as much as he might. Chris- 
tians ought to give tithes and of- 
ferings. How blessed it is to seek 
first ‘the kingdom of God, and 
his righteousness” and to know 
that food and drink and clothing 
and shelter, “all these things shall 
be added unto you” (Matt. 6:33). 
So the Saviour promised, and so, 
thank God, I, with thousands of 
others, have found that He fulfills 
His promise. 

I well remember the first car I 
owned, a secondhand model T 
Ford touring car. We dedicated 
the car to God, and my wife and 
I prayed that God would help us 
to use it to serve Him. We picked 
up many a hitchhiker, and a num- 
ber of souls were won to Christ in 
that battered old touring car. And 
with every car we have owned, 
we have had a dedicatory prayer, 
and have solemnly and earnestly 
given it to God and begged God 
to use it for His glory. All that a 
Christian has belongs_to God. | 

Sometimes people argue about 
the Christian’s money. There is 
no such thing as a Christian’s 
money. It is God’s money in the 
hands of the Christian, as are all 
the other things that God lets us 
have in trusteeship for a season. 

Giving of money and serving 
God in public services have been 
discussed elsewhere in this book. 
Here let me lay on your heart the 
honest duty to give your children 
to God. God wants your children. 
He wants them given to Him in 
prayerful dedication, wants them 
reared for His glory, wants them 
to be surrendered for His service 
and trained for it. 

In Luke 10:2 Jesus said, ‘““There- 
fore said he unto them, The har- 
vest truly is great, but the labour- 
ers are few: pray ye therefore the 
Lord of the harvest, that he would 
send forth labourers into his har- 
vest.” Do you pray the Lord of 
the harvest “that he would send 
forth labourers into his harvest’? 
If any honest Christian prays that 
God will lay His hand upon la- 
bourers, call them, fit them, anoint 
them and press them into the har- 
vest field, how can he withhold 
his own children from God? How 
can any Christian pray, “Send 
some’ other mother’s boy, some 
other’s beloved son to preach the 
gospel”? 

How can any Christian claim to 


En-| Jove God with all his heart and 


mind and soul unless he be will- 
ing for his children to serve the 
Lord too? . 

My mother went to Heaven 
when I was five years old, nearly 


six. Nineteen years later I, a 


young college instructor, was vis- 
iting my aunt, my mother’s sister 
in Amarillo, Texas. As we looked 
through some old books a letter 


fell out, and aunt Essie said, 
“John, do you want to read that 
letter? Do you know who wrote 
it?” 

“Yes, I want to read it. It looks 
like my mother’s handwriting.” I 
had seen some old love letters of 
my mother’s written to my father 
before they were married. So with 
eager fingers I took up this let- 
ter, written more than twenty 
years before from my mother to 
her sister. 


It came from a dry Texas farm 
south of San Antonio. It ran some- 
thing like this: 


“It is very hot here. We need a 
rain very badly. Willie [my father] 
is not very well, working in the 
heat.” The letter continued and 
my dear mother wrote, as a young 
mother would, about her children. 
“The baby, Porter, is mighty 
sweet. Gertrude [my older sister] 
is so good to help me take care 
of the baby and to dry the dishes 
and ‘help mother.’ And Ruth [my 
younger sister] is the quietest lit- 
tle thing you ever saw. George 
[my younger brother] is into mis- 
chief from morning till night and 
yet you can’t help but love him. 
|And my little preacher boy is 
getting along fine. Let me tell you 
what he said, .. .!” 


Suddenly I stopped reading. 
Mother had mentioned all the 
other children. Nobody else could 
be her preacher boy but me! I 
said to Aunt Essie, “Did she call 
me her preacher boy?” 


“She never called you anything 
else!” said Aunt Essie. 

So my mother thought of me as 
her preacher boy! I now remem- 
bered that when I was four years 
old, when visitors would ask me, 
“What is your name, little man?” 
I was taught to answer them, “I 
am John the Baptist preacher!” 

Not long after I read mother’s 
letter which had lain away so 
many years since she had written 
it with loving fingers, I went to 
Decatur, Texas, and there saw 
my father and talked to him. I 
said, ‘Dad, I read a letter of Ma- 
ma’s in which she called me her 
preacher boy. Tell me about it.” 

My father said, “Son, when you 
were born, we gave you to God 
and asked God to make you a 
preacher. Your mother was so glad 
she had a boy so he could preach 
the gospel. She always planned 
for you to be a preacher and 
prayed that God would take you 
for that purpose.” 

“Why didn’t you tell me, Dad?” 
I asked. 

“We wanted God to tell you,” 
he said. 

And God did tell me. It wasn’t 
long until I had given way to that 
inner urge, that constant longing 
and hunger of my heart to preach 
the gospel, and had stepped out 
by faith, giving up my college 
teaching, giving up a contract and 
some bright hopes for the future, 
in order to preach the gospel of 
the grace of God for poor wicked 
sinners! 

I know now that before I was 
born I was destined to he a 
preacher of the gospel. I know that 
my mind and heart were colored 
and controlled very largely by 
the Lord in answer to my mother’s 
devoted prayer. I know that to 
this end God protected me. I 
know that all the lonely years aft- 
er my mother was taken away, 
all the hardship and poverty, all 
the years of preparation were to 
this end. I had thought I would 
be a college teacher and then a 
college president, and perhaps later 
a senator, who knows? I had 
beautiful dreams and built air cas- 
tles. But one June night in 1921 
when I was doing graduate work 
in the University of Chicago, I 
visited the Pacific Garden Mission 
to sing and do personal work. 
There my mother’s prayers caught 
up with me, and I saw that I 
could never have any joy, any 
peace, any really adequate occu- 
pation except in winning souls. I 
was called to preach, dedicated to 
preach, and preaching must be 
my life work, my passion, my joy, 
my labor, and my destiny. 

In a great class in the theolog- 
‘ical seminary I remember that 


there was a poll of the ministerial 
students. How many were saved 
before ten years old? A large per- 
centage of them. How many were 
given to God by their fathers and 
mothers? Most of the preachers 
there who turned out to be real 
soul winners, greatly uséd men of 
God were. They grew up in an at- 
mosphere of prayer. They were 
educated and trained with holy 
thoughts and aspirations of moth- 
ers and fathers who pleaded that 
God would see fit to take what 
they offered, their dearest and 
best gifts, their boys. 

My own six daughters were giv- 
en to God at birth. I had longed 
for a son that he might preach 
the gospel. If I had ten sons, I 
would be grieved and disappointed 
if every one of them did not spend 
his life in some full-time service 
for Christ. But God saw fit to give 
me daughters, and I gave them to 
God. Their mother joined me in 
the happy dedication and in the 
earnest prayer that God -would 
take them and would use them. 


There was a time when I felt, 
“If God wants one of my girls to 
be a foreign missionary, I will sur- 
render to it. It may be I will weep, 
as other fathers weep to see their 
girls go to a far off land from 
whence they may never return in 
this world. I may fear the sleep- 
ing sickness of Africa or the com- 
munist bandits of China, or the 
other dangers that beset a mis- 
sionary, but I will be resigned. I 
will surrender to God’s will and 


dry my tears the best I can.” So. 


I thought once. But at last I saw 
that that was not the way a Chris- 
tian ought to feel. Resigned to see 
one of my daughters go as a mis- 
sionary? No, not resigned, but 
gloriously grateful! If God can use 
one of mine, or all of mine, oh, 
praise His name, what a joy that 
is! At the breakfast table some- 
time since I told my six daugh- 
ters, “If any of you marries a 


man who does not spend his life} .... 


in full-time service for God, then 
either you will have married the 
wrong man, or he will be out of 
the will of God.” I told them that 
sO many prayers, so many tears, 
such labor, such expense, and so 
much of holy surrender and ded- 
ication and pleading had gone into 
their birth and training and edu- 
cation, that no one had a right 
to all the fruits of it but God! So 
if God will take mine, He may 
have them. If God should see fit 
to use them at home, where they 
can be near me and I can see 
them, I will be humbly grateful. 
If God sees fit to use them in a 
far off country telling the gospel, 
I will praise the Lord. One of 
them is now married to a young 
missionary student, and they hope 
to spend their life on ‘the roof of 
the world’ as missionaries in Tibet. 
Well and good. God has done so 
much for me that I could not, i 
would not withhold from him my 
lovely daughters. 


Oh, let me plead with mothers 
and fathers that you give your 
childrén to Christ! Make sure that 
the best happiness: they will ever 
have will be as they serve the 
Lord Jesus, as they win precious 
souls for Him and as they lay up 
treasures in Heaven that no one 
else can ever have but those who 
give themselves full time to the 
Master’s service. If my daughters 
can marry preachers and mission- 
aries, then praise the Lord! Or if 
they should remain unmarried and 
serve the Lord, well and good. God 
deserves all we have. No one gives 
God very much who is not willing 


also to give his own sons and} 


daughters. 


One who gives his children to 
Christ must rear them for Him. 
Better lay on the lash, better have 
stripes, and tears, and heartbreak 
and a rigid insistence on a godly 
standard of living, than to let the 
dear child miss his destiny as a 
man of God! Better withhold your 
young folk from the sins and 
dangers of worldly amusements 
than let them have the fleeting 
joys of the present. and miss the 
eternal rewards of soul winners. 

If you expect God to use your 
children, you*should set out to see 


that they are educated for the 
Lord. That is one reason for a 


Christian college instead of a sec. - 


ular and Christ-rejecting, Bible- 
denying university. If Christ is to 
be first in the home, then see that 
He is given the children. 
Conclusion: Accept Christ 
Today! 


Now we come to a close in this - 


tender exhortation that you make 
Christ the head of your home, 
Would you not like to put your- 
self on record, each member of 
the family who has accepted 
Christ or who will now accept 
Christ, and sign your names to- 
gether as trusting Him for for- 
giveness and salvation, surrender- 
ing your hearts and lives to Him 
and giving Him the reins, malxing 
Him the Lord of the home? If 
so, will you not sign this state- 
ment today, particularly those of 
you who have not sheretofore ac- 
cepted Christ as your Saviour. I 
suggest that you then copy or: clip 
out the statement and send it to 
me with your signatures. How 
glad I will be to receive it! How 
happy your home will be if you do 
it and mean it. | 


Evangelist John R. Rice 
214 W. Wesley Street 
Wheaton, Illinois 


‘Dear Mr. Rice: 


Having read the above ch: ter 
on “Making Christ Head of the 
Home,” we, the undersigned mem- 
bers of our family, do here and 
now decide that we will take 
Christ as our own Saviour, that we 


will let Him be Lord of our lives. 


and Lord of our home. Reali-ing 
that we are sinners, and depond- 
ing on Christ to forgive our sins 
and save our souls, we here and 
now claim Him. and receive Him 
and trust Him. We will try to live 
for Him from this day forth. 


fy Baie abate pies eae Father 


Mother 


re ee ee eee eee eee eee 
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I trust that many of you will 
write me that you have accepted 
Christ as your Saviour and have 
won your family to join you in 
this holy decision to make Christ 
the head of your home and Lord 
of your lives. 

If one reads this who has not 
accepted Christ, or who is not 
sure about the matter, I will be 
glad to send further help on re- 
ceiving your inquiry. 

And now may God bless your 
home and mine! 
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PAGE THREE 


Famous Men 


(Continued from page one) 
cording to the span of life men 


are permitted to spend on this 


earth. What a wonderful thing to 
celebrate such a Jubilee as a ser- 
vant of Christ, who has given 


Many years to sounding out the 
gospel of the grace of God! 


“May the Lord, if He tarry, give 
many more fruitful years to His 
servant, and thus add to his crown 
of rejoicing in that day. 

Faithfully yours in Christ,” 
(Signed) H. A. Ironside, Pastor 
Moody..Memorial Church, Chicago. 

From Dr. Oswald J. Smith 

“Ever sinee knowing that Dr. 
John R. Rice would be fifty years 
of age on December 11th, I have 
been’’most interested in your ap- 
peal fér’ hew’ subscriptions. I cer- 
tainly trust ‘that God will abun- 
dantly bless your effort and that 
you will realize your goal. 

~““T’ know of no paper that is 
réaching the unsaved for Christ 
like The Sword of the Lord. Its 
messages on salvation are clear 
and explicit. I, myself, have had 
a number of inquiries from those 
who have read my gospel mes- 
sages in it, and I know the people 
who read it are deeply interested. 


“In these days of modernism, it 
is necessary to hammer away con- 
tinually on the great truths of 
salvation so that people will not 
be misled. The way must be made 
plain, and that The Sword of the 
Lord. does. 


“The evangelistic work of Dr. 
Rice has been of the utmost value 
during these past years. He has 
gone out after the unsaved and 
has won them to Christ. God has 
abundantly honored his ministry. 


“I count it a real privilege to 
know him as a friend, and my 
prayer is that the future years 
may be better than the past. May 
God abundantly bless him on his 
fiftieth birthday. 


“With my very best wishes, I 
remain, Yours in His victory,” 
(Signed) Oswald J. Smith, Pastor 
The Peoples Church, Toronto, Can. 


From Dr. W. B. Riley 

“It gives me pleasure to say of 
Dr. John R. Rice, that after 
twenty years or more of close ac- 
quaintance with him, I consider 
him a faithful servant. of the Lord 
and an efficient evangelist. Also, 
I wish to add that his magazine, 
The Sword of the Lord, is an ex- 
cellent medium of evangelism. 

“With the best of wishes, I am, 

Most fraternally,”’ 


(Signed) W. B. Riley, President, 
Northwestern Theological Semi- 
nary and Bible Training School, 
Minneapolis, Minn. 

From Dr. Torrey M. Johnson 


“Thank God for the vision of 
John R. Rice. Through sacrifice, 
prayer, and courage, he has been 
used of God to usher in a new day 
of mass evangelism. The Sword of 
the Lord has given thunderous 
voice, calling our attention to the 
need of revival. May it increase 
more and more and the spirit of 
evangelism grow until revival 
comes. 

Your friend in Christ,” 
(Signed) Torrey M. Johnson, Pres- 
ident Youth for Christ Interna- 
tional. 


From Ernest I. Reveal 


“T want to add my. testimony 
regarding The Sword of the Lord. 
It has proven a blessing to thou- 
sands in the Tri-State area and 
here in Evansville, especially the 
sermons published in this paper 
from week to week. I know of no 


Samples 15¢; 4 grades 50c; 
Complete set $2.40: 
THE BIBLE STUDY 


10 Bryan St, Ballas 1, Texas 


Boost Sword 


other publication that has more 
Scriptural, fundamental, and spir- 
itual messages than those in The 
Sword of the Lord. The editor and 
the staff wait upon the Lord in 
prayer and are led by the Spirit 
of God, giving out the Word with 
no unsounding note, and thousands 
have been saved through its mes- 
sage. 

“The secret of it all is: It has 
one message, no man seen save 
Jesus only. My prayer is that the 
coming years will prove more and 
more its soul-winning value to 
Saint and sinner to ‘redeem the 
time for the days are evil.’ 

“As ever, yours in the Phil. 1:6 
way,” 


(Signed) Ernest I. Reveal, Supt., 
Evansville Rescue Mission, Evans- 
ville, Ind. 


From Dr. V. Raymond Edman 


“Thank you for the good word 
of October 30, regarding the in- 
creasing ministry of The Sword of 
the Lord, and the prayer that the 
total number of subscribers would 
be at least 50,000 by the time .of 
Dr. Rice’s fiftieth birthday. We 
shall be standing with you in 
prayer to that end. 


“Evangelism is a minor or miss- 
ing note in many Christian publi- 
cations, it seems to me. It is, 
therefore, especially helpful that 
The Sword of the Lord should ma- 
jor in evangelism, so that the gos- 
pel message will be brought em- 
phatically to those who still sit in 
darkness and in the shadow of 
death. For a number of years we 
have had The Sword of the Lord 
in our home, always with~ great 
profit and blessing. 

“Warmest congratulations to 
Dr. Rice and you in the work you 
are doing for the cause of Christ. 
With warmest Christian greetings, 
I am, 

Sincerely yours in Christ,” 
(Signed) V. R. Edman, President, 

Wheaton College, Wheaton, IIl. 
. These friends of Dr. Rice’s and 
The Sword of the Lord are most 


kind in their expressions of con- 
gratulations and best wishes, and 
those of us who are associated 
with Dr. Rice rejoice with him on 
this occasion. 


Have You Had Your Part In The 
Celebration ? 


Hundreds and hundreds have al- 
ready written in to send their con- 
gratulations by means of special 
orders for subscriptions to The 
Sword of the Lord. Many of you 
are taking advantage of the very 
special premium offer being made 
whereby you muy get a beautifully 
cloth-bound, 381 page book which 
has just been written by Dr. Rice 
on the subject: “The Home: Court- 
ship, Marriage and Children,” ab- 
solutely free with every three 8 
month subscriptions at $1.00, new 
or renewal. Many of you are anx- 
ious to receive not only the un- 
usually attractive book, but also 
the latest 5 x 7” photographic por- 
trait of the editor which is_ being 
offered-in addition to the book, to 
all who send in five 8 month sub- 
scriptions at $1.00, new or renewal. 

Why don’t you take advantage 
of these special offers, and at*the 
same time, have the privilege of 
helping us get the gospel message 
and the message of revival] out to 
thousands of more homes all over 
America? Then too, you will want 
to have a part in helping us pre- 
sent Dr. Rice with 25,000 subscrip- 
tions for his birthday, which will 
be December 11th, won’t you? 
Send Your Subscriptions In Now! 

Time is rapidly passing by, and 
what you are going to do must be 
done now! This is true about the 
subscription campaign as it is 
about everything else! Why not 
sit right down and fill in the fol- 
lowing order blank: without de- 
lay? Then you will be sure not to 
miss out on this wonderful op- 
portunity! 

Please mark subscriptions, new 
or renewal. You may have a free 
book for each three subscriptions 
at $1.00 each. You may send 30 
subscriptions and get 10 books 
free, if you like. All subscriptions 
may count toward the book in- 
stead of using any to get the por- 


trait, if you like. 


Sword of the Lord 
214 W. Wesley St. 
Wheaton, Illinois 
Dear Sirs: 


EDITOR’S 5SOTH BIRTHDAY CAMPAIGN 


Enclosed please find $......:........... 
to THE SWORD OF THE LORD as follows: 


for ..Subscriptions 


[] Offer No. 1: Send me 
COURTSHIP, MARRIAGE 


following 3 eight month subscriptions at $1.00 each. 


the new book, THE HOME: 
AND CHILDREN for the 


1, Name 
Address [}] new 
[] renewal 
2. Name 
Address [] new 
[} renewal 
3. Name 
Address [}] new 
[) renewal 


Please send book to: 


(1) Offer No. 2: For these two additional 8 month subscrip- 
tions, send me the book and 
printed on lovely double-weight photographic paper. 


Dr. Rice’s 5”x7” portrait, 


Please send picture to: 


4. Name 
Address O) new 
[) renewal 
5. Name 
Address C] new 
.[] renewal 


a 


” 


i. 


ing us to achieve the goal of 


Reach your friends and neighbors with the Gospel] while help- 


,000 new or renewal ee 
by Dr. Rice’s birthday, December 11. 


(By the 


In 1938, I believe, I was called 
to a city in a mid-western state 
for a revival campaign. After much 
urging, I felt led to go, and ex- 
pected great things from word I 
had received. But lo, when I ar- 
rived I found there had been no 
money to advertise the meetings, 
few knew about my coming, and 
besides, I was unknown. A crowd 
of not more than fifty, I judge, 
met me the first service. I had 
promised to stay about ten days, 
including one Sunday, away from 

my work in Dallas, my radio pro- 
gram, and my paper. Crowds 
grew slowly; a few were saved. 
Then the pastor asked me to stay 
over the second Sunday. “I can- 
not get you a good offering unless 
you stay through Sunday,” he 
said. I replied that I did not come 
for the offering, that I was needed 
at home for the Sunday night 
evangelistic services at our church, 
needed for my Sunday radio broad- 
cast, and that I must plan to re- 
turn after Friday night. Sadly the 
pastor told how a heavy debt had 
stripped the people, another pay- 
ment was about due, and if I did 
not stay over Sunday he feared 
the people could not give much. 
I told him not to worry, that I 
should not, and after the service 
that Thursday night I went to my 
room. 


There in my room I faced cer- 
tain facts, and temptation assailed 
me. I had expected the offering 
that would be given me to go on 
a heavy printing bill. The Sword 
of the Lord, the weekly evangelis- 
tic paper which my heavenly 
Father helps me publish, has never 
quite paid expenses. The price of 
$1.00 a year will not pay all the 
postage, printing and wages of 
workers for such a highgrade 
weekly paper unless the circula- 
tion runs above 10,000 copies 
weekly regularly. I had borrowed 
$450 at the urging of a good Chris- 
tian lady, for six months. It was 


‘| overdue, and I must renew the 


note or pay it. Besides, I owed the 
printer $270 for printing The 
Sword of the Lord after I had bor- 
rowed the $450. Then I owed $200 
to another printer for tracts which 
I had been giving away by thou- 
sands. At least $920 needed to be 
paid soon, and now I was told 
that for my ten days’ work it 
seemed there would be little pay. 
Satan taunted me with all the 
sacrifices I had made to carry on 
the burden of that soul winning 
paper, putting into it thousands 
of dollars of money I could have 
used on my family. Satan re- 
minded me that I had refused 
ever to set a price on my services, 
that I had no regular salary, and 


that now this was the way it 
would turn out! 

With tears, that Thursday night 
I turned to prayer. I reminded 
God of a covenant I had made 
with Him in 1926 that He was 
to look after my business and I 
would trust Him and look after 


How the First $1,000 Gift for 
The Sword of the Lord Came 


Editor ) 


His, “seeking first the kingdom 
of God and His righteousness,” 
and believing that what I needed 


He would supply. I remember 
that I said to God, “Lord, look on 
the heading of that paper; it has 
Your name on it, ‘The Sword of 
the Lord.’ Your name is in big 
type, mine in small type. It is 
Your paper, not mine, I did not 
save myself; I did not call my- 
self to preach. If You want a 
paper, You pay the bills. If You 
do not want that paper, then let 


it die. It is not my worry; it 
is Yours. I am not going to stay 
with this little meeting trying 


to get a bigger offering, and I 
am: not going to fret or worry. 
Lord, it is up to You to pay those 
bills!” And 30, at-last, with peace 
I went to sleep. 


The next night we had some 
people saved. They took an of- 
fering for me. For the ten days’ 
time, the check was $25.00. They 
gave me what I asked for ex- 
penses, bare railroad fare, with- 
out Pullman berth. In_ sweet 
peace I took the train that night 
to Dallas. Though I sleep poorly, 
as a rule, unless I can stretch 
out and relax in_a regular bed, 
that night I slept as sweetly as 
a child in the chair car. The next 
morning as my train, the Rock 
Island Rocket, left Wichita, Kan- 
sas, the porter came through the 
car holding a telegram, calling 
my name. I toeok the telegram, 
opened it and read from my sec- 
retary, “YOU HAVE JUST RE- 
CEIVED CHECK FOR ONE 
THOUSAND DOLLARS FOR 
YOUR WORK”! 


I walked up and down the aisles 
clutching that telegram, laughing, 
praising God in my soul! I could 
hardly refrain from telling the 
porter, the hostess, the passen- 
gers, how God hears prayer! I 
told old Satan what a liar he was. 
I told my heavenly Father I 
would turn that blessed _ paper 
over to Him, and that I knew now 
He would take care of the bills. 
I promised I would love Him bet- 
ter than before, and oh, may He 
help me to do it, always! 


That thousand dollars came 
from a man I had never seen, I 
had never appealed to him, of 
course, never had written to him, 
nor received a letter from him, 
nor haye I had a letter or gift 
from him since, though I have 
since met the noble good man. 
And bless God, I have never since 
been in distress about the print- 
ing bills for The Sword of the 
Lord. 


(From the book Prayer—Asking 
and Receiving) 
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West Coast Conference on 


Evangelism Dec. 30-Jan. 


Sponsored by the Sword of 


the Lord and Conducted in 


the Church of the Open Door - 
Los Angeles, California 


By Evangelist Robert J. 


One result of the Conference on 
Evangelism held at Winona Lake, 
Indiana, last summer was the in- 
sistent demands on the part of 
Christian leaders from various sec- 
tions of America that we sponsor 
similar conferences in strategic 
cities throughout the nation. Some 
pleaded with us to give all of 
our time to such conferences for 
a period of at least one year, on 
the grounds that such conferences 
would do more to rekindle revival 
fires than anything else we could 
do. We have felt the weight of this 
burden which has been thrust 
upon us, and we are anxious to 
do all in our power to present 
such conferences. Although we 
are not able to give full time to 
their promotion, we are planning 
to sponsor several of these con- 
ferences in different sections of 
our country, as the Lord leads. 
First Conference to Be Held in 


Church of the Open Door 


When Dr. Louis T. Talbot heard 
of our plans to sponsor Confer- 
ences on Evangelism in various 
cities of America, he immediately 
extended us an invitation to come 
to Los Angeles and sponsor such 
a Conference in The Church of 
the Open Door, of. which he is the 
greatly loved and successful pas- 
tor. We felt led of God to accept 
this gracious invitation, and so 
the first sectional Conference on 
Evangelism will be for the West 
Coast, and will be conducted in 
the church which was founded and 
pastored for many years by one 
ef the greatest of American evan- 
gelists, Dr. R. A. Torrey. This 
great church seats more than 
4,000 people, and will thus afford 
commodious facilities for a really 
Jarge conference. 


A Truly Spendid Program 

The program for the Conference 
will feature America’s outstanding 
evangelists in a series of messages 
on evangelism. We believe that 
the men who are doing the work 
are the best teachers for those 
who would like to know how to do 
the work, and so we are limiting 
the speakers to those who are 
engaged in full-time evangelistic 
ministry. The main speakers on 
the. program will include: 


Dr. Hyman J. Appelman, of Ft. 
Worth, Texas, popularly known as 
America’s foremost evangelist, a 
converted Jewish lawyer who has 
been greatly used in great city- 
wide union campaigns in many of 
the major cities of America, and 
who has won countless thousands 
of souls to Christ. 


Dr. Bob Jones, Sr., of Cleveland, 
Tennessee, founder of Bob Jones 
College; and for many years one 
of the greatest of American evan- 
gelists. It is generally admitted 
that Dr. Jones has spoken to more 
people from the public platform 
than any other living man. He has 
had large campaigns im every sec- 
tion of America, and has a wealth 
of experience to pass on to those 
who are anxious to see the old- 
fashioned revival fires burn bright- 
ly once again. 

Rev. Jesse M. Hendley, of At- 
lanta, Georgia, one of the greatest 
soul winners of the south. For 
many years pastor of a _ large, 


flourishing church, and director of. 


one of the most lively soul-win- 


Wells, Associate Editor 


ning radio programs in America, 
now giving his full time to the 
evangelistic ministry. A _ fiery 
preacher of unusual power and 
preaching ability. 

Dr. John R. Rice, of Wheaton, 


‘ilinois, editor of The Sword of. 


the Lord, and one of the nation’s 
greatest evangelists and soul win- 
ners. Dr. Rice has gained a noted 
popularity through his wide evan- 
gelistic ministry and through the 


many books of which he is the 
author. He has conducted large 
union campaigns in some of the 
leading cities’ of America, and is 
now engaged exclusively in union 
evangelistic campaigns. 


Dr. Robert J. Wells, of Wheaton, 
Illinois, Associate editor of The 
Sword of the Lord, founder of 
the Dallas Bible Institute, and pas- 
tor of ten years’ experience, now 
devoting full-time to the evange- 
listic ministry. 


Attractive Musical Programs 
Planned 


The musical program for this 
Conference will be under the di- 
rection of Rev. Henry Holmbo who 
will direct a large chorus choir 
as well as the congregational sing- 
ing. Rev. Holmbo is well-known 
as a gospel soloist and song leader, 
and is a Youth for Christ leader 
of great success. There will be 
special musical features at every 
session of the Conference, and in- 
cidentally, there will be morning, 
afternoon and evening sessions, all 
to be held in the Church of the 
Open Door. | 

Purpose 

Briefly, the purpose of the Con- 
ference is: To create a greater 
interest in evangelism, to rekindle 
revival fires, and to give careful 
instruction for those who are en- 
gaged in any phase of the evange- 
listic program. Each of our speak- 
ers is offering his time at a real 
personal sacrifice just in order to 
have the privilege of making a 
contribution to this kind of pro- 
gram. They each feel the burden 
that rests upon them as leaders 
in the field of evangelism, and they 
desire to share with others the 
fervor, the passion and the mes- 
sage God has entrusted to them. 
We must have revival! Nothing 
else can stem the tide of modern- 
ism, communism, catholicism, and 
infidelity which is sweeping over 
the land. May God grant that this 
Conference on Evangelism for the 
West Coast may be used of Him 
to light a fire of revival that will 
engulf the whole land in its sweep! 
You Have an Urgent Invitation 


Remember the dates, December 
30th through January 6th, in the 
Church of the Open Door of Los 
Angeles, California. We urgently 
invite every pastor, Christian 
worker and layman to spend these 
eight days with us without fail! 
You will go away rejoicing and 
you will do more for Christ than 
you have ever done before! For 
further information and program, 
write: 


Dr. Robert J. Wells, Conference 
Director, 

214 W. Wesley Street, 
Wheaton, Illinois. 


? 


“Doing Service as Unto 
the Lord” 
IS THE PRAYERFUL. AIM OF 


H. S. DUNLAP SONS 
Realtors—“The Busy Office” 
May we manage, sell, +o appraise 


your real 
$554 Market St., 38, Pa. 


—SPECIAL PRICES— 


: Write before you. purchase. Sound | 

System, refrigerator, radio, of 
most anything, giving all data. 
All inquiries answered. 


FORTUNE & co. 
Oklahoma 


WW 


Dr. Appelman Reports Blessings 
in Moberly, Mo. 


Here is a .good word we have 


just received from Evangelist Hy-. 


man Appelman: 


“For six nights the First Baptist 
Church of Moberly, Missouri, was 
crowded to capacity, overflowing 
into adjoining rooms, packing out 
every available space, to hear 
Homer Britton sing. and Hyman 
Appelman preach in the brief re- 
vival under the leadership of Dr. 
R. W. Leazer, the pastor of First 
Church. Scores of first time pro- 
fessions of faith were registered. 
Hundreds rededicated their lives. 
There were many transfers of 
membership. The noon day serv- 
ices, in the Grand Theatre down- 
town, drew an average of beyond 
200 to each brief period from 12:15 
to 12:50 every week day. The peo- 
ple of Moberly, Missouri, by unani- 
mous vote invited Hyman Appel- 
man to come back as soon as pos- 
sible for another revival.” 


Dr. Hyman Appelman also re- 
ports a wonderful meeting in 
Saginaw, Michigan, with beyond 
600 conversions, hundreds of re- 
consecrations, and scores of trans- 
fers of membership in three weeks. 
We thank God for the blessed 
ministry of this great evangelist. 


Evangelist Jesse Hendley in 
Mobile 


Evangelist Jesse Hendley of 
Atlanta, Georgia, writes to tell of 
an unusual time of revival in Mo- 
bile, Alabama. He reports: 


“The Lord gave us a wonderful 
meeting in Mobile, Alabama, un- 
der a Gospel tent, where more than 
220 souls accepted Jesus and con- 
fessed Him publicly as Saviour. 
It was a victory of PRAYER, and 
we learned afresh the need of 
constant, unfailing, believing pray- 
er for revival. As I got up to 
preach the first night of the meet- 
ing, I saw a Christian brother slip 
out of the tent to a smaller. tent 
by the side, and there he waited 
on God while I was preaching. 
Thirteen souls accepted Jesus that 
first night as the power of God 
fell. There was great conviction. 


“One night a lady came to ac- 
cept Jesus. She was weeping as 
she told me her little girl had 
died a few days before. Her hus- 
band was sitting in the back. 
After the service had closed, one 
of our workers spoke to him. The 
worker did not know that he was 
the father of the dead child, but 
God gave the actual words for this 
worker to say. He walked up to 
the man and said, ‘Brother, is 
there someone in Heaven you 
would like to meet?’ The man 
dropped his head, broke down, 
knelt and accepted Jesus as His 
Saviour and Lord. 


“Abiding Fruit 


“Sometimes people criticize 
evangelists and preachers and say 
their work does not last. Oh, what 
an awful lie this is! In John 15:16 
God says that He has ordained 


us that ‘ye should go and bring} 


forth fruit, and that your fruit 
should remain.’ At the close of 
the opening service, a lady came 
to me with her face shining and 


said, ‘Do you:-remember me?’ I}- 


said, ‘No.’ Then she said, ‘You led 
me to Christ in Columbus.’. Then 
I remembered. In answer. to radio 
mail, my wife and I and some 
friends stopped at a home in Co- 
lumbus and led her to Jesus. She 
said,-‘I’m-happy- in. the Lord and 
am going on with Him.’ 


“Unknown Fruit 
“One night as I was preaching, 


I saw a man over to my left with 


By Evangelist Robert J. Wells, 
Associate Editor 


his face beaming, drinking in 
everything I said. At the tlose of 
the service he came up and said, 
‘Six years ago I was sitting in 
your church. I was a backslider, 
and God greatly convicted me. I 
wound up on my knees back in 
your study with a deacon praying 
for me.’ Then he looked into my 
face and brightly said, ‘Since then, 
I have gone through Baylor Uni- 
versity, through Southwestern 
Seminary. at Fort’ Worth, Texas, 
and I am now preaching in Texas. 
The other day I baptized fourteen 
people.’ There is fruit that we 
knew nothing about. 


“Compel Them 


“A lady was gloriously saved at 
the service one night. Her husband 
was lost, but it was evident that 
he was under great conviction. 
She asked prayer for him. I 
walked up to him as he stood 
outside the tent, looking miser- 
able, and said, ‘Won’t you accept 
Jesus?’ He replied, ‘I believe on 
Him as much as anyone, preacher.’ 
I said, ‘If you were to die tonight, 
where would you go?’ He said, 
‘To Hell.’ I said, ‘Let’s kneel and 
pray. He said, ‘I haven’t time.’ 
I said, ‘You may take time to die 
tonight. Please bow your head and 
pray with me.’ He did and re- 
pented of his sins, holding his 
wife’s hand all the while. When 
he lifted his face, he seemed so 


happy over his salvation. He said, | 


as he walked away, “Thank you, 
preacher! Thank you, preacher.’ 
Both of them went away with the 
gift of eternal life! May God help 
us to compel them to come in. . 


“Many Catholic Friends Saved 


“We spoke one afternoon on 
‘The Coming -of the Lord.’ A man 
after the service asked to see me 
in the side tent. He said, ‘I’m 
about forty. I don’t know why I 
came this afternoon. I was raised 
a Roman Catholic. and started to 
study to be a Catholic priest, but 
there were some things I didn’t 
believe, so I gave it all up about 
ten years ago. I have been want- 
ing to talk to a Protestant preach- 
er for a long time. If I went to a 
Catholic priest, he would say, 
‘“Have you been attending mass, 
confession and so forth?”’ After 
he finished speaking I asked him 
to kneel and pray with me. This °:¢ 
did, and asked God to forgive him 
and save him for Jesus’ sake. I 
then took my Bible and explained 
the plan of salvation, how that 
Christ settled it all for him on 
the Cross. He saw it and believed 
God, I asked him to come back 
to the tent the following night, 
but he said, ‘I am sailing to South 
America soon, leaving for New 
Orleans in the morning.’ Please 
pray for this man as he Sails on 
the high seas, Having accepted 
Jesus as his Saviour. 


“God Blesses Radio 


“We were on the air for only 
fifteen minutes, but oh, how 
mightily God blessed our broad- 
cast! One afternoon I spoke for 
just nine minutes:on ‘The New 
Birth.’ That night a lady came 
with her husband. They knelt at 
the altar. The woman said in her 
testimony, ‘I was saved this after- 
noon and knelt beside my radio 
when the preacher made the ap- 
peal.’ Then her husband stood and 
gave his testimony that he was 
saved. Another lady said that 
night, ‘I was the one who called 
after the broadcast and asked the 
way’ to the tent.’ Both she and 
her husband were saved. God is 


| still using the radio! 


“On the second Sunday night, 
I spoke on ‘Eternity.’-A man came 


with tears in his eyes and looked 
me in the face. He shook my hand 


and said, ‘What God gave me 
through this message tonight is 
worth more than I will ever be 
able to pay. My wife and I listened 
over the radio this morning and 
drove twenty-two miles to be here 
and now I am saved.’ Then his 
wife and daughter came up and 
said they were saved. I said, I 
am so glad you three were saved 
tonight.’ “Three?’ she said, and 
waved her hand towards five 
others in the line. ‘All of us were 
saved tonight.’ There. were eight 
of them who had driven twenty- 
two miles because they heard the 
appeal over the radio. 


“On Thursday before our meet- 
ing closed, a lady telephoned, and 
said, ‘I am a Roman Catholic, and 
I want to know what you mean 
when you talk about “being 
saved.” I want to know how to be 
saved.’ I suggested that she come 
down and I’d talk with her.: But 
she said, ‘I’m not well, preacher, 
I'd like for you to come to my 
home.’ So I drove out to her home 
and there had the privilege of 
leading her to Jesus. How earnest 
she was, and how she wanted to 
be saved! I am sure that she saw 
the plan of salvation and found 
peace.” : 


BOOKS 


By Oswald Smith, Litt. D. 


Oswald Smith’s Short 
Stories 


Nine stirring and exciting stories 
of missionary heroes in danger- 
ous places, Cloth, $1.50 


Prophecy—What Lies 
Ahead? 


End-Time Signs, the Kingdom 
on Earth and the Coming World 
Ruler. Eighteen addresses and 
190 pages. Cloth, $1.25 


Building a Better World 


Vital discussions of perplexing 
questions, and a vision of the 
world to be, Cloth, $1.00 


The Man God Uses 
Heart-stirring messages on the 
Deeper Life and Christian Serv- 
ice, Cloth, $1.00 


The Work God Blesses 


Stirring addresses that summon 
the Church back to the days .of 
the Apostles. Cloth, $1.00 


The Marvels of Grace 
Thirty-six Gospel messages in 
sermon, story and dialogue, Plain 
and convincing, Cloth, $1.00 


David Brainerd 
The cream of his Diary, heart- 
warming and reviving. 


Cloth, $1.00 


The Adventures of 
Andy McGinnis 


A book of Christian fiction for 
boys and girls. Tramps and rob- 
bers, tragedy and pathos. A most 
exciting story. Cloth, 75¢ 


The Story of My Life 


A heart-moving story of Dr, 
Smith’s life and ministry. More 
than 30 pictures, 

Price, 50c 


New Victorious Hymns 
Thirty-five of Dr. Smith’s 
choicest compositions, words and 
music, and twenty- -eight other 
great Gospel songs. Price, 25c 


The Man in the Well 
‘An allegory of the False Cults vs. 
Christ’s Work, Price, I5c 


Atheism and the Bible 


authenticates the Bible. 
Price, 15¢ 
The Only Way 


Dr. Smith’s clearest message on 
Salvation. Excuses and o 
tions answered. Price, 15e 


Special Price « on n Quantities 


100 Bloor East, Toronto 3 


Meets young people’s doubts and} 


etl a ——— - 
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| for a cow he bought thirty No finer Christmas gift. A truly remarkable book on prophecy, showing that 
) years ago.” A grandmothcr in God's promise to Abraham, to the nation Israel, to the land of Palestine 
Illinois wrote how that after and the city of Jerusalem are all to be fulfilled literally; that the Jews were 
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: PROPHETIC MESSAGES FOR MODERN TIMES 


ready for Christ’s coming. About on@ 
24 Great Chapters by 10 Outstanding Bible Teachers 


third of the ‘book is actual Scripture quo- 


Compiled and edited by Robert J. Wells, Th.D., associate editor Pe 
1g Get it for Aad — who love 9M tations. After you read it you will want } 
1e to study prophecy me 3 . St. : 
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“They ring true to the great dis- bones 148 large pages. 
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00 in the light of present day condi- [Rr 
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i cussed are all of deep and abid- RR, AND GOD REMEMBERED sitar: 
ing interest.” sa Six of the author’s favorite messages in beautiful gift edition. They are 
Pat M. Neff, LL.D., Litt.D.—A ee principally devotional. Challenging, faith-inspiring, comforting. Chapter 
series of thoughtful, impressive, ey titles are: “And God Remembered . . .,” “Tears in Heaven,” “Behold the 
fearless messages by men who ie Man!”.“Where Is the Lord God of Elijah?” “The Exceeding Abundantly 
‘a ay hy in one ages . er Able God,” “The Torn Veil.” 123 pages, cloth bound, beautifully printed 
of the Book and who have cour- , SSO sey . jacket in purple and lavender. An ideal gift. 
ro ageous convictions concerning SP aay i oitotlebtndt a ay Get several at only, postpaid . van 
the second coming of Jesus. The All th hale 
book is worth reading and pon- these books are ex- % 
t dering.” i pensively cloth bound, THE RUIN OF A CHRISTIAN 
Moody Monthly—“The addresses . : : : a0 
= are of a high otder, sermonic beautifully jacketed, Very popular, 20,000 printed. Is written specially to Christians, to bring 
00 and scholarly. The interpretation about a revival. It Scripturally reproves; rebukes, exhorts, it gently probes 
of Scripture is in line with wie extra large for the the heart, diagnoses the ills, stirs the consciences of Christians. Remark- 
conservative viewpoint. The work * able praise from reviewers. 
should have a wide reading.” money and packed full % 7 
Of S. S. Times—“. . . it would be of Scriptural help and | Christian Herald says: “Here is 
b- difficult to find a more compre- : %% evangelistic preaching with all the 
ana . source oe a eee A 6 3 for teaching. v oe bastion. humor and drama : a 
' lovers Of prophetic truth. % ight Moody. A book for the 
: Cloth bound. 235 extra large (6"x9") pages. $2 00 BERL LAr Ueda rr backslidden—and the careless who 
| Price ‘ stand in peril of backsliding. Twelve 
Dr. sermons that bless and burn—and 
sh TWELVE TREMENDOUS THEMES rs ee 
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Feet’ is perhaps the peak of excel- 
lence in the volume. I should want 
to possess the book if it were only 
for that one sermon. ‘Not only have 
you given us sound doctrine and 
keen application, but you have 


with zeal for souls.” So, you see, it is not ‘dull “theological stuff,” but 
interesting, impressive reading. Introduction by Dr, Robert G. Lee. 


vs. |. 3 . 
T5c CHAPTER TITLES | 


1. Verbal Inspiration of the Bible, 2. Scientific Accuracy of the Bible, 
3. The Universal Malady, Sin, 4. Double Theme of All the Prophets, 


12 GREAT DOCTRINES 


ft Verbal Inepination of the Bible 


ind : 


coupled Apostolic boldness with 
“ ’ ” Ls ae " 1S & Sctentiic Accuresy of the Bible Proves 
5. “Paul’s Gospel” or oe ena obi’ rare tenderness... | 

15¢ dom Gospel,” 6. The Love o 4 Dovble Theme of All the Prophew Contents: (1) The Ruin of a Christian Lukewarmne God’s Slaughter Crew, 
i ? & ‘Pals Guae” w “Vinge Geos? (4) The Curse of Hidden Sins, () The Sin CI Lying, (6) “Break Up Your Fallow Ground 
the Spirit, 7, Can A Save | Be sii = —~ and Sow Not Amon orns,” (7) The Seven-fold Sin of Those Do Not Win Souls, 
If % Gee A Seved Parse Ever Be Lent? (8) “Speak Not Evil One of Another Brethren,” (9) Judge Not!, (10) “Be Ye Not Un- 
on Person Ever Be Lost? 8. Sun- rica ta: 9d ee on Yoked Together With nbelievers,” (11 ashing Dirty Feet, (12) A New Start. 

ce day or Sabbath? 9. Is There [Mfuce. roe rede: 178 pages, cloth bound, beautiful jacket. | 


11. “Chavches” ond “The Church” 
12, Jon May Come Todey 


Price only a 
Literal, Physical Fire in Hell? : 
mga Pe pea ‘. Melk — = Every book guaranteed. Money back if not fully satisfied, 
Eternal? 11. “Churches” and _—A large book, cloth bound, beau- SWORD OF LORD PUBLISHERS 
but with THE 
“The Church,” 12. Jesus May nated parte Sot oo (but wi ; | , 


Come Today. | 250-300 pages). Price... 25 214 West Wesley Street, Wheaton, Illinois 


AT CHRISTMAS 


THE SUGAR CREEK 
GANG SERIES 


By Pau! Hutchins, for boys 
and girls 8 to 14. 


The Sugar Creek Gang 
We Killed a Bear 


Further Adventures of Sugar 
Creek Gang 


Sugar Creek Gang Goes 
mping 

Sugar Cegek. Gang in School 

Sugar Creek Gang in Chicago 


Mystery of Sugar Creek 
Gang H 


FOR BOYS and GIRLS 


CHRISTMAS GIFTS 


With Eternal Values 


Not a toy which will be cast aside in a few days or a gadget that will, in a brief 
time, lose a person’s interest but.a gift which invests in character and brings 
fruit to the soul, even in. eternity. These books we recommend to you, not as 
those which have even a passing interest, but which will be treasured even into 
old age. Is not there on your book shelves a small volume which blessed your 
life as a child? If not, then some one failed you. Let not your child, your loved 
one or friend have such loss because you did not choose a lasting gift. These 
books are worthy to go on any book shelf. They are selected because they have 
lived and will live. They are classics in Christian literature. 


Give lively stories that will make wholesome entertainment with 
}a Christian atmosphere. These books have large print and cloth 
binding which will please the youngsters. 


THE BAERS' 
SERIES 


By Bertha. B. Moore, for 
boys and girls 8 to 12. Rec- 
ommended by Sunday School 
Times, Moody Monthly, 
King’s Business, etc. Seven 
volumes. 

The Three Baers 

The Baers’ Christmas 

The Triplets Go South 

The Triplets Sign Up 

The Triplets Over J.0.Y. 

The Triplets in Business 


The Triplets Go Places 


Price, 


h 

Sugar Creek Gang Flies to Citiskata | -60c 
Cuba set $4.20 
Price, Winky—Lost in the Rockies, 
each GOc by Ken Anderson, for boys 
and girls five to ten years of 

Complete age, adventure story with a 
set _--§4.80 gospel message. Price....60c 


FOR BOYS AND GIRLS, AGE 10 to 14 Years. 


Little White Cabin, 
by Schoolland 


Hermits Hollow, by Young 
George of the Parsonage, 


by Millar Price, 
Me Rusty, by Vandenberg each 60c 
$e Dangerous Mission, Order 5 

by Palmer for .$3.00 


Egemeier’s Bible Story Book..A new Bible story every night 
re for 234 nights, over 200 beautiful pictures, 17 full-page color 
Ss reproductions, Holy Land = scenes, animated maps, _self- 

announcing type, a great basis for moral training. 608 pages. 


Price $2.50 


CHOICE =FAAILY 
pooxs for evotions 


Daily Light —- a compilation of related Scripture readings 
for each day in the year. Has been greatly used of God, Morn- 
ing and evening, leather bound edition. Price $2.50 
One daily reading, cloth binding. Price 60c 


Spurgeon —— Daily Bible reading with sermonette by the 
most popular English preacher, C. H. Spurgeon. 735 pages. 
Price. $2.00 
Manna in the Morning —— by Evangelist and radio preach- 
er, Charles E. Fuller and J. Elwin Wright. Has Scripture text 


for each day and comments, 377 pages. Price $2.00 
Continual Burnt Offerin 
| § — by Dr. H AI i 
ie verse and thoughts by Dr. H. A. Ironside. Price. cay a ae 


Streams in the Desert—py Mrs. Charles 
E, Cowman. Probably the most popular book 
of daily devotions in print, For every day 
has passage of Scripture, comments by great 
preacher or writer and closing with bit of 
i sweet Christian poetry. Especially blessed to 
el the downcast. 378 pages. Price only. $1.50 


Springs in the Valley—py Mrs. Cow- 
man. Similar to Streams in the Desert, by 


same. author, but having entirely different 
quotations. 371 pages. Price $1.50 


Best Christian Fiction Available 


SUITABLE FOR EVERY MEMBER OF THE FAMILY 
In His Steps or What Would Jesus Do? by Charles M. 
| Shelton. A book which has gone more than twenty million copies 
in twenty languages. This special gift edition of a famous book is 
beautifully bound and has a colorful jacket. Price only... 75c 


Mystery of Mar Saba, by J. H. Hunter. 
Considered by many the best Christian novel 
written in the last twenty-five years. A thrilling 
story, is true to the Bible and has led to the con- 
version of some. 414 pages with illustrations. 


Price $2.00 


Born at Daybreak, by Bertha M. Peterson. 


A historical novel centered about the centurion 
at the cross, a gripping story which will prove 


a special blessing, 177 pages. Price $1.25 


~ 


The Superb Giit 


Because of recent war conditions there is not a wealth 
of beautifully bound Bibles but.we have chosen a list 
of a few which are plentiful and carefully prepared, 


THE BEST REFERENCE BIBLE 


Scofield Reference Bible, only in the popular 
edition. Fabrikoid binding, sturdy and beau- 
tiful with gilt edges, with all the helps. on 
pages where needed (no concordance, index 
or dictionary). Priced only $5.00 
® Winston Reference Bible, King James 
Version, clear readable type, CALENDAR 
FOR DAILY BIBLE READING, com- 
plete concordance, maps, center refer- 
ences, genuine leather binding, divinity 
circuit, red under gold edges, India paper 
and handy size. Price $7.50 


® Large Print Testament and Psalms, [mi- 
tation leather, sturdy binding. Size 6x7¥Y, 
inches, about three-four inch thick. Price 
ONY cfs er $1.75 


® Christian Workers Testament. — marked 

on every subject connected with theme of 

salvation. French morocco, red under gold 

edges, divinity circuit. Thin, size 4x5 

macnes. Price... $2.00 

® Pocket Sized Testament, genuine leather, 

divinity circuit, good type, red under gold 
edges, size 3x4% inches. Price, 

With -Psalms 

Without Psalms .......... $1.25 

® Precious Promise Testament. Genuine 

leather, divinity circuit, red under gold 

‘ edges, precious promises underlined in 


_New Books of 


General Interest 


A Very Present Help, by Lt. Gen. Sir William 
Dobbie. A story of the war that will live; how 
the Isle of Malta was saved in answer to a 
Christian general’s faith 94 large _ pages. 


Price . 


The Leathernecks Come Through, by Chaplain 
W. W. Willard. A true. story that ought to be 
cherished and kept alive; how our courageous 
men of the Marines gave themselves in_ battle 
in the struggle for islands of the Pacific. 224 
pages. . Price .50 


+ Pacific Garden Mission, a doorway to Heaven, 
by Carl F. Henry. Dramatic story of Pacific 
Garden Mission, 65 year old rescue mission 

’ where outstanding men have been saved; Billy 
Sunday, Mel Trotter, Walter “Happy” McDon- 
ald and many others. 145 pages. Price. $1.25 


The Old Fashioned Revival Hour, by J. Elwin 
Wnight. This radio broadcast by Chas. E. Fuller 
is “a miracle of God’s grace and power in the 
field of Christian evangelism in our life time,” 
said the late Dr. Charles G. Trumbull, of Sun- 
day School Times. 250 pages. Price... $1.25 


God Runs My Business, by Albert W. Lorimer. 
The life story of America’s number “one” lay- 
man, R. G. LeTourneau. The story of a man 
who directs giant industrial plants, travels every- 
where speaking for Christ and has already given 
more than $1,000,000 to spread the gospel. Thrill- 
ing book of 192 pages. Price $1.25 


red. Handy size, 344x6 inches. Price $2.75 


POPULAR BOOKS 


\| “=== | OF SERMONS 
.A Quest for Souls. Evange- 
{ JESUS  tistic and Biblical sermons by 
PASSED ithe late Dr. George W. Truett, 


| BY famous Southern Baptist preach- 
yer of Dallas, Texas. Twenty-four 
~¢; most readable sermons, a book 


[oy cwsy sum } | of 379 pages, beautifully bound, 
meena ge | attractive, for every member of 
* _ = the family. Price $1.25 


As Jesus Passed By, by Gypsy Smith. Great re- 
vival sermons by a great evangelist. These are easy 
to read and glow with the fire of Pentecost. 224 
pages. Price $2.00 


Be Ye Also Ready, by Robert G. Lee, great ‘pul- 
pit orator. Contains seven most interesting and easy- 
to-read sermons which will greatly bless the reader. 


A fine gift to a loved one or friend. Price... $1.25 


Revival Sermons, by Evangelist J. Wilbur Chap- 
man. Eighteen sermons by a real soul-winner, They 
are rich and sweet and scriptural; easy to read; 
heart-moving; wonderful pattern for the preacher; 
life transforming reading for the home. 237 pages. 


Price $1.25 


STUDY BOOKS 


All About the Bible, 
by Sidney Collett. Tells the 
origin of the Bible, its lan- 
guage, its translation, its 
canon, its symbols, its inspira- | 
tion, its alleged errors and 
gontradictions, its plan, its 
science, its rivals. Twenty- 
third printing. Translations 
have appeared in eight dif- 


ferent languages! A tremen- 
dously important book. 328 | 


pages, cloth. Price...... $1.75 


Bible Questions An- ™ 


swered, by William L. Pet- 

tingill. Hundreds of Bible questions you have won- 
dered about will be answered to your satisfaction. 
A superb book for ministers, teachers, students and 


young people. 599 pages. Price $2.50 


For Inspiration 
These Really Great BIOGRAPHIES 


Goforth of China, by.Rosalind Goforth. Dr. Rob- 
ert G. Lee says this is a “must” on list of the best. 
Good for every member of the family. Full of adven- 
ture and excitement but leads to sense of security 
under God. 364 pages. Price $2.00 


George Muller of Bristol, and his witness to a 
Prayer-Hearing God, by A. T. Pierson. -“A classic 
in the art of doing business for God.” 462 pages. 
Price $2.00 


An ‘Irish Saint, by Mrs. R. V. Bingham. Another 
book which will lead to a blessed trust in the Lord 
in prayer. Every home should have this little vol- 
ume, 154 pages. Price $1.25 


The Triumph of John and Betty Stam, 
by Mrs. Howard Taylor. A happy story of young 
Christian martyrs. 129 pages. Paper. Price..... 40c 
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THE ONLY 


TO SALVATION 


(Continued from page one) 
worketh not ...” The promise of 
salvation is never given to those 
who work, regardless of what kind 
of work may be meant. In Ephe- 
sians 2:9 we have the thought ex- 
pressed again: “Not of works lest 
any man should boast.” 

The first thing all sinners must 
know before they can be saved is 
that salvation is only available to 
those who do not work. This being 
true, those who are depending on 
their self-righteousness, their good 
moral life, their charitable spirit, 
their church membership, their 
baptism, or their confirmation, 
their good disposition, or upon 
their attempt to live up to the 
Golden Rule, and to treat others 
as they would be treated by others 
—all such are making a mistake, 
because God says that it is “to 
him that worketh not.” All forms 
of human endeavor are excluded 
so far as salvation is concerned. 
It matters not what church you 
belong to, what the form of your 
baptism was, how fine a person 
you may be. The Scripture says 
that there is only one way where- 
by men can be saved and that is 
God’s way. God is telling us here 
that His offer of salvation is given 
only to those who do not work for 
salvation, 


The other day we received a 
letter from a lieutenant in the 
Army, written from a little town 
in the heart of Germany. In this 
letter the lieutenant said: 


“For many years I have been 
trying to get along on the basis 
of my own righteousness. I. had 
felt that I was good enough, but 
all of that time I have never really 
been satisfied. I have never been 
really happy. God has followed me 
all around the world, and through 
reading the little booklet, ‘What 
Must I Do To Be Saved?’ I have 
discovered that salvation does not 
depend upon my works, but upon 
what Jesus has done. And I have 
trusted Him as my personal Sav- 
iour. Oh, what a difference it 
makes!” ‘ 


Yes, my friend, it makes a dif- 
ference. It makes all the differ- 
ence in the world. But you can 
never experience the joy, the 
transformation that comes through 
salvation until you first. of all 
recognize that God’s provision for 
salvation is for those who do not 
work. 


II. “But Believeth on Him 
That Justifieth the Ungodly” 

After clearly stating that salva- 
tion is “to him that worketh not,” 
Paul tells us what the require- 
ment for salvation is. He says 
rather than working, reforming, 
or turning over a new leaf; rather 
than going to church or being bap- 


REQUISITE 


tized, being confirmed, living a'§ 
good moral life, praying or read- 
ing the Bible, rather than any of 
these things, Paul says, “Here is. 
God’s plan of salvation. Here is | 
the way whereby you can be 
saved. ‘Believe on Him that justi-| 
fieth the ungodly.’ ” | 


In Ephesians 2:8 we read: “For 
by grace are ye saved through 
faith; and that not of yourselves: 
it is the gift of God.” 

Do you see it clearly? We are 
saved by God’s grace appropri- 
ated by our faith. God does not 
desire that we labor and strive, 
but that we trust. In Romans 
3:24 Paul tells us: “Being justi- 
fied freely by his grace through | 
the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus.” , 

Here Paul says that we are 
“justified freely. ...” That is, at 
no cost to‘us; not on the basis | 
of what we have done or could. 
do, but absolutely without charge, 
= . freely by His grace,” 
is, because of the love and mercy 
of God toward us through Christ, 
though deserving the very oppo- | 
site. We have all as the result 
of the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus, that is, on the basis of the 
finished work of the Lord Jesus 
Christ on the cross of Calvary. 
Yes, again we insist as does the! 
apostle that salvation is prom-| 
ised to all who will believe on- 
Him. An illustration of this is} 
found in Acts 16:30-31, where we | 
have the question of the Philip- | 
pian jailor, when he asked: “Sirs, | 
what must I do to be saved?” | 

Then we have the answer of. 
the apostle, “Believe on the Lord | 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be | 
saved, and thy house.” 

The Philippian jailor wanted to 
know in as brief a time as possible 
and in as simple a manner as 
possible, what God’s plan of sal- 
vation was. So Paul, who was 
certainly qualified to give the 
proper reply, answered without 
a moment’s hesitation, “Believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
shalt be saved... .” 

Yes, that is just another way of | 
expressing the truth of our text: 
Salvation is “to him that worketh 
not, but believeth on him that justi- 
fieth the ungodly.” I know of many, 
many people who have been work- 
ing their way through, so to 
speak; who have been planning 
and praying, who have been mem- 
bers of a church for years, work- 
ing as hard as they know how, but 
never experiencing the joy of sal- 
vation. Why is that? Because 
they haven't ‘come according to 
God’s Word. They haven't trust- 
ed. They haven't believed. They 
have only worked. 

God insists through His apostle 


| 
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saved, and for you I want to point 


| not need to be saved. All who 


have been or how deeply you may 
have gone into sin. 
He justifies ungodly people. 
you measure up to that? 


have been mistaken.I thought there 


in this passage of Scripture that | 
any man who comes to Him, 
apart from works, believing on the. 
Lord Jesus Christ, can be saved. 
Will you notice that I said “any” 
man. Perhaps some one who, 
hears my voice wonders whether | 
or not he is included in this possi- 
bility; some one who feels that 
he is too great a sinner to be 


out in the text. one particular 
word, “ungodly.” We have a 
Saviour who justifies the ungod- 
ly. Men do not need justification 
unless they are ungodly. They do 


are ungodly need to be saved and 
must readily admit that such is 
true. Remember that “all have 
sinned ...” This means all are 
ungodly, for in the sight of God 
there is no difference, regardless 
of what your background may 


God says that 
Can 
A mur- 


derer is an ungodly person. Then 
he can be justified. A thief is 
an ungodly person. But he can 
be saved. An immoral man .is 
ungodly. Then he too can be 
saved. A drunkard is ungodly. 
Yet he can be saved. Yes, re- 
gardless of what your sin is or 
may have been, remember that 
salvation is offered to you on the 
ground of faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ who “justifies the ungodly.” 


Ill. “His Faith Is Counted for 
Righteousness” 


What is it that God accepts for 
righteousness? On _ what basis 
does God declare a man righteous? 
Here it is in our text: “. ... his 
faith is counted for righteousness.” 
Not his church membership, not 
his works, not his baptism, not 
his confirmation, not his moral- 
ity, not his living up to the Golden 
Rule, but “his faith is counted for 
righteousness.” Would you be a 
righteous man, woman, boy or 
girl, that is, would you be right 
with God? Would you be a right 
one? A right person? Then, you 
must believe. You must have faith 
in God. What I am about to say 
may seem shocking, but I say it 
for your own good. You may be 
a good moral person, you may be 
a member of a church, you may 
have been brought up in a Chris- 
tian home, you may have been 
brought from the Cradle Roll on 
up in a good church, you may 
have been baptized, you may have 
lived an exemplary life in almost 
every way, you may be respected 
beyond all others in your com- 
munity; but if you have not come 
to the Lord Jesus Christ on the 
basis of faith, if you have not 
come as a sinner, trusting Him to 
forgive you, cleanse you, and save 
you from your sin, then. you are 
not a right person. You are still 
ungodly and a wicked person in 
the sight of God. Men may re- 
spect and admire you, your friends 
may think you are all right, but 
the Word of God declares that you 
are unrighteous, that if you die 
in your present condition you will 
die without God, without Christ, 
and go into a world without hope, 
ending in Hell. 


Beloved, I am not offering my 
own opinion nor man’s theory, I 
am not telling you what some par- 
ticular church or denomination 
believes, but I am giving you the 
Word of God. This is God’s 
Word. It never contradicts it- 
self. It means exactly what it 
says. So, if you do not know 
Christ as your personal Saviour, 
if you have not trusted Him to 
save you from your sins, then 
will you right now turn to Him 
without delay, will you say, “I 


was some other way when there 
wasn’t any other way. I have 
been depending upon works or 
church membership. - I have been 
depending upon my goodness, but 
now I see I must trust in the 
Lord Jesus Christ’? 


Or, it may be there are some 
who will] say, “I am sick and tired 
of my sin. I realize that I am 
a sinner, and I want to be sdved. 


I have tried to be saved in other 


ways, but all to no avail. But 
now, having heard the message, 
and realizing that God says that 
He justifies ungodly men who 
come to Him, apart from works, 
and on the basis of faith, I come 
to Him just now.” 


“Just as I am, without one plea, 
But that Thy Blood was shed 
for me, 
O Lamb of God, I come.” 


Will you do it now? Will you: 


come to Jesus? Won’t you let Him 
into your heart? Will you say, “T 
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 
as my own personal Saviour.” 
Will you mean it in your heart? 
If you will, on the basis of such 
simple, child-like faith, the Son 
of God will justify you, will make 
you righteous in His sight. He 
will save your soul and you will 
be on your way to Heaven in- 
stead of on your way to Hell. Will 
you trust Him without delay? 


Barriers to Blessings 


(Continued from page one) 


have that really counts. If we 
have the wrong spirit, the bless- 
ings can never flow to us or 
through us. Let us look at some 


of these spirits. 


1. A Covetous Spirit Is a 
Barrier to Blessing 


Achan is an illustration of this 
spirit. He coveted the forbidden 
things in the city of Jericho. Be- 
cause of this covetousness he 
brought defeat to Joshua’s army 
and death to himself and family. 
God would have blessed Achan and 
his family, but Achan cut off the- 
blessing by his covetousness. 


God says, “Will a man rob God? 
Yet ye have robbed me.” And then 
He tells how the blessings are cut 
off because of our covetousness. 
When God commands anything, 
He attaches a promise every time. 
He commands us to tithe, and then 
says, “I will open up the windows 
of heaven, and pour you out a 
blessing” (Mal. 3:7-10). There is 
a real blessing for the tither. If 
you love money; if you keep it 
and spend it for yourself; if you 
keep that from God which belongs 
to Him, you are surely erecting 
a barrier. Why not try God’s plan? 
Why not launch out upon His 
promises and give Him a chance 
to bless you? He cannot bless you 
as long as you erect a barrier by 
your own covetousness, 


One of the Ten Commandments 
reads, “Thou shalt not covet” 
(Exodus 20:17). Sometimes when 
we see others enjoying the things 
which we do not have, immediately 
something rises within us, some- 
thing terrible and hurtful, the 
spirit of covetousness. We ought 
immediately to kill that spirit as 
we would a rattlesnake, because 
covetousness cuts off the blessings 
of God. 


It. A Rebellious Spirit Is a 
Barrier to Blessing 


Take the case of Jonah. God 
wanted to bless him, wanted to 
make him a blessing to the people 
of Ninevah. To this preacher he 
said one word, “Go.” That is a 
small word, but it carries a big 
blessing with it. But the preacher 
said to God, “No.” This is a small 
word, too, but it cuts off the bless- 
ing. There came a time when God 
conquered Jonah’s rebellious spirit, 
but the Lord had to send Jonah 
through much trouble before the 
preacher learned his lesson. 


- I have seen people rebel against 
God. A ioved one dies ... they 
don’t think it is right, so they cry 
out, “He shouldn’t have been taken 
away from us!” Or they have a 
hard time and they say, “Why has 
this happened to me?” God is 
blamed for all of their trouble. 
With their rebellious spirit they 
build a wall and no blessings can 
get over it. God has a plan for 
your life, but if. you rebel against 
that plan, you cannot expect the 
blessings of God. — 


il. A Worldly Spirit Is a 
Barrier to Blessing. 


Demas is an illustration of this 
point. He was a young man who 
one day heard Paul preach. He 
was charmed by the personality 
of the preacher. .. . every word 
was a challenge to his.heart. In 
a great moment of spiritual ec- 
stasy he cried out, “I will leave 
everything and go with this man 
in the service of Jesus Christ.” 
Wasn’t that fine? There isn’t any- 
thing more romantic than a young 
man adventuring for Christ. De- 


mas started out in a fine way. He 


was right by Paul’s side. He was 
a joy and a help to him. But as 
they journeyed to the great city, 
the bright lights of the world 
blinded the eyes of Demas. Then 
we read these sad words spoken 
by Paul: “Demas hath forsaken 
me, having loved this present 
world” (II Tim. 4:10).° Thus De- 
mas cut off every blessing for 
himself and for others whom he 
might have served. 


Oh, there are so many like De- 


mas in the world! They start out 


for Christ in a wonderful way. 


| Then one day the world cal's to 


them. They listen. They follow. 
From that moment Christ and the 
church have no room in their 
lives. The blessings cease to come 
to them and through them. 

Many of you in your social life 
have friends whom you could help 
toward Christ, toward the church, 
toward Heaven, but you do the 
worldly things which they do and 
you have no influence over them. 
God wants you to be a channel 
through which His blessings go 
flowing to these friends. Insiead, 
because of your worldly spirit, you 
have become a barrier. 

A man bought a sub-division and 
went out to develop it. Said he 
to his pastor, “Pastor, I will not 
be at church for a while. When I 
have sold off these lots, then I 
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will be back.” The lots were soon 
sold, but he did not come back. 

ey hardly ever do come back. 
When the spirit of the world gets 
hold of a man, it always takes him 
down. 


IV. A Prayerless Spirit Is a 
Barrier to Blessing 


James says, “Ye have not be- 
@ause ye ask not” (Jas. 4:2). He 
is telling us that God wants us 
to have the blessings, but we choke 
the channels when we neglect to 
pray. Sometime ago a young man 
was starving in an attic, although 
his father was a very rich man. 
When the father was notified, he 
said, “Oh, if I had‘only known! If 
he had only called upon me, I 
would have given him anything I 
have!” How foolish it was for the 
man to starve simply because he 
refused to ask! God has all that 
we need. If we do not get all that 
we need, it*is because we are not 
asking for it. 

“Oh, what peace we often forfeit, 
Oh, what needless pain we bear; 
All because we do not carry, 
Everything to God in prayer.” 

John Knox of Scotland invited 
to his house some friends to meet 
a group of other people. After a 
time they missed their host. A 
search was made and he was found 
in the garden, his face buried in 
his hands. In deep agony he was 
crying, “O God, give me Scotland 
or I die!” God did something 
through him. Scotland never lost 
the definite spiritual impact that 
came to her through John Knox. 
God can use us, too, if we will but 
pray. 

V. An Unforgiving Spirit Is a 
Barrier to Blessing 

Jesus had the right spirit. It is 
the day of the Crucifixion. He 
journeys out from the city of Je- 
rusalem, down the Via Dolorosa 
to a place called Calvary. Soon 
three crosses are outlined against 
the sky. On them are three men 
dying in agony and blood. The 
crowd is taunting and jeering. 


‘From the center cross I hear a 


voice. ... Is that man condemn- 
ing? Is He cursing? No, He is 
praying. Listen to Him, “Father, 
forgive them for they ‘know not 
what they do.” 

What? Did we hear Him aright? 
Yes, that was His prayer. ... He 
had the right spirit. As they were 
killing Him, He prayed for for- 
giveness for those who were com- 
mitting the deed. Hear me, my 
friénds, if you do not have this 
same spirit you are not following 
Jesus: the blessings of God can- 
not flow to you nor through you. 

One of our preachers was con- 
ducting a meeting in Virginia. For 
years the church organist and an- 
other member had not spoken to 
each other. But the power of God’s 
spirit came upon the meeting. One 
night the organist led her former 
enemy to the front, saying to the 
preacher, “I want to present my 
friend to you.” In the back of the 
church stood the daughter of that 
organist. She had stayed out of 
the church for many years because 
of the attitude of her mother. Soon 
she came down the aisle, sobbing, 
to accept Christ. The barrier had 
been’ removed. There are such 
tragedies all around us. You are 
hindering someone if you have an 
unforgiving spirit. 

VI. A Critical Spirit Is a 

Barrier to Blessing 

A learned man said one day to 
Mr. Moody, “You made thirty- 
eight grammatical errors in your 
sermon today.” Mr. Moody replied, 
“T am quite sure that I must have 
made even more than that. I have 
not had the educational advan- 
tages that you have had. But I am 
trying to use all that I have for 
the glory of God. Are you?” How 
much did that man get out of Mr. 
Moody’s sermon? The man who 
looks only for the mistakes of 
others finds very little in life to 
enrich himself. 

Criticism is the poorest substi- 

ute in the world for service. 
vagal ago I saw a good motto 
in a store. It read like this: “Come 
in without knocking. ... go out 
the same way!” Let’s not belong 
to the “knockers’ gang.” 

_In our critical way we often 


judge men by what we have seen, 
when really and truly we do not 
know their hearts. We throw our 
self-righteous robes around us, we 
flash: our critical eyes upon them 
and say, “Thank God, I am not 
like these other men.” Arid yet 
we do not know the things that 
are deep down in their hearts. In 
many ways they may be many 
times finer than we are. A critical 
spirit is a barrier to blessing. Let 
us get rid of it. 


Vil. An Indifferent Spirit Is 
a Barrier to Blessing 


Gallio is our illustration here. 
He was a deputy at Corinth. When 
Paul was brought before him he 
had a chance to hear a great man 
deliver a great message. But we 
read his character in these words: 
“Gallio eared for none of these 
things,” 

This is true of so many people 
today. God blesses the church in 
a wonderful way. Souls are being 
saved and happy fellowship is be- 
ing enjoyed. “Were you at church 
yesterday ?”” you ask someone on 
Monday. “No, I wasn’t there,” is 
the reply. Then you must listen 


‘to a long string of excuses. But 


the sum total of all that is said 
is this: “I care for none of these 
things.” 


The Psalmist said, “I was glad 
when they said unto me, Let us 
go into the house of the Lord.” 
But you say, “I care for none of 
these things.” In Hebrews 10:25 
we read, “Not forsaking the as- 
sembling of ourselves. together.” 
But you say, “I care for none of 
these things.” 


Our churches have millions of 
members today, but the majority 
of them have an indifferent spirit. 
Yet our communities would not 
be worth living in if they lost the 
influence of our churches. Let us 
be different from Gallio. Let us 
show that we do have a real con- 
cern for the things of God. 


Vill. A Spirit of Self-Glorifi- 
cation Is a Barrier to 
Blessing 


There are some people who 
speak very piously of their reli- 
gion. They tell you how much they 
love the Lord and His work, but 
if they can’t have a job where they 
receive most of the glory they im- 
mediately resign. Why can’t we 
serve God in a small place? 
Browning said, “All service ranks 
the same with God.” It would be 
a poor army if all the men were 
generals. We need some privates. 
It is even so with the church. The 


spirit of self-glorification is indeed 
a barrier to blessing. 


IX. A Disobedient Spirit Is a 
Barrier to Blessing 

Look at King Saul. He was 
chosen by the Lord for a mighty 
work, He had a great future as 
the leader of God’s people. But 
there came a time when he dis- 
obeyed the voice of God, and God 
was forced to say to him, ‘Since 
you have disobeyed me, I must 
take the Kingdom from you and 
give it to another.’ Contrast King 
Saul to the Apostle Paul. “What 
would you have me do?” asked 
Paul. ‘I will show you how much 
you must suffer for my name’s 
sake,’ replied the Lord. Paul wasn’t 
disobedient to the Heavenly vi- 
sion, for he tells us later, “I was 
not disobedient.” Because of his 
obedience the Lord sent blessings 
through him to multitudes of souls. 
No wonder he could say at the 
end of the way, “I have fought a 
good fight. . .. there is laid up for 
me a crown of righteousness.”’ 

Is God telling you that a certain 
course is right? In obedience is a 
blessing for you and for.others. In 
your disobedience you erect a bar- 
rier and cut off blessings which 
might come to you and to them. 

Do you have any of these wrong 


spirits within your heart? If so; 
you are hurting not only yourself 
but others. God wants us to be 
channels, not reservoirs. There are 
many around us who need His 
blessings. But if our lives are 
choked with wrong, they will never 
receive them. 


Dr. S. D. Gordon tells this story 
about a certain city. There was a 
great reservoir which supplied the 
city with its water supply. One 
day the water supp!s failed. They 
sent men out to investigate but 
they could not learn why the 
water wasn’t flowing into the city. 
Then they received a letter from 
a city employee who had just been 
discharged. “In a certain place 
you will find a plug in the pipe,” 
the letter read. “I placed it there 
in my anger.” The workmen were 
soon on the job, the plug was 
pulled out, then again the fresh 
sparkling water came _ rushing 
down to refresh the city. Oh 
friend, pull the plug out! Take out 
that old plug of an ugly un-Chris- 
tian spirit. Find the thing that 
stands between you and God. Tear 
it out by the roots. Cast it aside. 
Then the blessings of God will flow 
into your own life and out to re- 
fresh the lives of others. 
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